months. DGS is the world's
third-largest manufacturer of
aluminium closures for wine
and spirit bottles, and had a
turnover of €50m ($68.4m) in
2010.

® Coca-Cola has reduced the
price of 7.50z cans of its
flagship soft drink. The average
recommended retail price for
an eight-pack of the so-called
‘mini cans’ is now just under
$3inthe US.

® Mexican Coca-Cola fillers
Coca-Cola Femsa and Grupo
Tampico have merged their fill-
ing operations in a move worth
atotal of 9.3bn pesos
($790m). Femsa was due to
begin integrating the results of
Grupo Tampico’s beverage
division in October.

® Alarger-than-life spider, a
miniature hot air-balloon and a
huge Union Jack flag were all
made using beverage cans to
become finalists in i luv my
can, a UK-based competition to
find the most imaginative and
creative use of empty drinks
cans, organised by industry
organisation Beverage Can
Makers Europe. Some of the
best creations will be auctioned
to raise money for UK charity
the Art Fund, and the overall
winner will receive a prize fund
0f £1,000 ($1,580) and a year’s
supply of their favourite
canned drink.

is expected to be launched soon
with a major drinks brand.

The 3L Technologies lid has
been under development for
three years by French
entrepreneur Franck Lucas and
like a number of similar designs
uses injection-moulded plastics

components attached
to an aluminium
shell.

Lucas, who has
funded the 3 mil-
lion euro project
partly himself and

through Los Ange-

. les-based venture

capital firm GRP

Partners, told The

DB Canmaker that

i development is com-

plete and that the com-

pany is able to start making the
ends for brand owners.

Only slight modifications are
needed to accommodate the 3L
Technologies lid on canning
lines. The ends are thicker than
standard ends, so seaming
guides feeding the seaming
machines must either be
expanded or reloaded more fre-
quently. It has also been tested
for running through pasteurisers
atup to 72 deg C.

Bi-plastic injection moulded
components were developed with
one of the top plastics technology
companies in France, said Lucas.

ginia, USA, more than 500
employees, former employees,
family members and friends
gathered to mark the event.
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inventor

Completed in October 1971,
the plant was acquired by Ball
Corporation in 1998 when it took
over the canmaking assets of
rival Reynolds Metals, and now
makes up to six billion lids a year,
operating almost non-stop seven
days a week, 24 hours a day.

Until the stay-on-tab was
developed, ring-pull cans were
being criticised because the sep-
arate tabs created a litter prob-
lem, and a loss of metal to
recycling systems.

Reynolds research and devel-
opment engineer Dan Cudzik
and his team started work on the
SOT design soon after the Bristol
plant was opened and spent
37,000 hours over four years in
refining the high-speed tooling

Cans stand out with
high-impact graphics

High-speed turn-round of ideas
for can designs is just one of the
skills of the newly expanded
Graphics Center of Excellence
(GCOE) at Ball Corporation’s
headquarters in Colorado.

e —;

Fast turnround for graphics at Ball

Janelle Harris, director of
North American graphic services
for Ball, said: “Customers can fly
to Colorado to approve their can
standards, and if they require
changes to the graphics —and we
prepared them — we can make
the changes and get back on
press the same day.

“Typically it would take two to
three weeks for the changes and
possibly another four to six
weeks before the presses roll
again. But with everything
under one roof at Ball, ideas get
to market faster.”

For more informationvisit.... g

www.canmaker.com
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